SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE 


PUNJ AB, NORTH- WESTERN PROVINCES, OUDH, AND» 
CENTRAL PROVINCES, — 


Received up to 24th August, 1870. 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). | 
THE Jalwa-i-Tir of the 7th August remarks upon the bad 
practice which some Native Chiefs have adopted of absenting 
themselves from their states for years together, for purposes 
merely.of amusement or diversion. The editor would not dis- 
courage travel, and is well alive to the numerous benefits 
gained thereby, nor would he dissuade Indian Chiefs and 
Princes from visiting England, that they may enlarge and 
enlighten their minds, and learn lessons of civilization and good 
government, of which England is a model; but he is averse to 
their making protracted stays in foreign countries, remote 
from the scene of their duties, simply for pleasure’s sake, 
unmindful of the heavy responsibilities and cares of state which 
devolve on them. 


_.. Another point to which he would specially invite the atten- 
tion of Government is, that on visiting foreign cities in the 
jurisdiction of the Government of British India, the Chiefs 
contract debts which they never pay. If the poor creditors 
have recourse to law, no cognizance is taken of their com- 
.plaints, on account of the defendants beg men of influence 
and high position. The writer recommends that a special law 
be made by Government with .reference to this grievance. 


«The Matla-i-Nur of the 8th August is informed by an Eta- 
owah correspondent that from the other side of the Chumbul to 
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the Gwalior Cantonments, a distance of thirty kos, the road is so 

uneven and in such a bad state that passengers have to suffer the 
greatest trouble and inconvenience. On the other hand, it 1s 
stated that the road from Etawah to the Chumbul, within the 
frontiers of the British Government, is well metalled and in as 
good a state as could be wished; and the correspondent regrets 
to find that the Gwalior Government cannot even manage to 
keep such a small extent of road in a proper state of repair. 


The Muftd-ul-Andm of the same date states that the income 
from the housé-tax which it is in contemplation to levy in the 
North-Western Provinces has been estimated at thirteen lakhs 


of rupees. This sum the Lieutenant-Governor proposes to lay 
out in the internal administration of these Provinces. 


The Panjabt Akhbér of the 13th August, in reverting te 


the difficulties which Hindustanis have to experience in gain- 


ing access to European officers, in consequence of the offen- 
sive behaviour of the orderlies and attendants who wait on 
them, and the extortions practised by the latter, recommends 
that, im order to make amends for this inaccessibility, the 
authorities of each district should set apart a day or two in 
each week for holding a public durbar, at which every person 
who wishes may be at liberty to attend, and free to communi- 
cate his thoughts and sentiments, or whatever he may have to 
say. 


The editor thinks that, among other advantages by this 


simple plan, much valuable information and great many impor- 
tant secrets connected with the ruled will come to the know- 


Tedge of the rulers, while they will command an extensive - 


popularity and esteem. ‘Phe Deputy Commissioner’ of Delhi is 
mamed as an example of an English officer who has gained a 
wide reputation and popularity in the city by the plan sug~ 
gested. 

The Rohilkhund Akhbdr of the same date, in quoting, on the 
authority of a correspondent, a case of extortion practised by 
‘a constable at Banda upon a grass-cutter, and the justice done. 
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her by the Magistrate, whose attention was drawn. to the mat 
ter in passing through the market-place, .where it had haps. 
pened, on his way back from office, remarks that a Magis- 
trate’s evening visit to the city will be useful in a variety. of 
ways. Not only will it put a check to the tyranny and unjust 
dealings of policemen and other influential Government 
employés, but parties of persons of a bad livelihood, who, .as a 
rule, gather about the streets at that time and commit numer- 
ous unlawful and unbecoming acts, will be compelled to give 
up their nefarious practice. The Furruckabad market was 
long the scene of the misdoings of these miscreants, and it is 
only since Mr. Daniell has been appointed Magistrate of the 
place, and has made a practice of visiting the bdzér in the 
evening, that undisturbed tranquillity reigns there, and all sorts 
ef exactions and cruelties cies wa wicked persons have 
eeased to exist. 


The Mdrwdr Gazette of the 15th Ang cust tn that the 
Government of India contemplates a reduction of the State 
grant to the charitable dispensaries in the country, and has 
written to the Subordinate Governments that until the ques- 
tion has been finally settled no fresh scheme connected with 
them should be set in operation. 


The editor remarks with regret that, when reductions are 
the order of the day, no regard is had as to whether such an 
item of expenditure can or cannot admit of retrenchment; and 
prays that before closing any of the dispensaries, which 
unquestionably do much good, Government should consider 
well the propriety of the measure. 


The Nur-ul-Absdr of the same date makes reflections on the 
late famine in Marwar, and the dreadful havoc it made, and 
remarks that even this year. the rate of grain is not low 3 in that 
territory. 


Asa oustien of the territory, observes the writer, is ia 
the British sway, it is probable, if political necessities do not 
direct otherwise, that the Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor of 
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the North-Western Provinces sai direct his ne g sold 
weather tour that way.. 


It is also remarked that if, instead of putting i up at t Simla, 
and undertaking a journey to J ubbulpore for the sole purpose 
of seeing the railway line opened for the first time to Bom- 
bay, His Excellency the Viceroy had taken the trouble of 
visiting Marwar, and securing efficient arrangements for the 
relief of the poor there, much of the. distress to which the terri- 
tory was exposed would have been avoided. 


The Jalwa-i- Tir of the same date notices the inpropiteby of 
suffering police inspectors to remain posted at the same place 
for years together, and the more so in cases when their homes 
happen to be near the place of their appointments. In the edi- 
tor’s opinion the practice is fraught with mischief, and the 
transfer of this class of officials at stated periods most desir- 
able. 


He specially invites attention to the case of one Khushi 
Ram, Inspector of Meerut, who, he says, although the Magis- 
trate of Boolundshuhur has written something against him 
in the matter of female infanticide in the village of which he 
is a native, and although the Inspector-General of Police has 
remarked in his report that he should be located at the sud- 
der station, unless the Magistrate could undertake to pay his 
salary out of the municipal funds, is still posted in the city. 


The same paper, in quoting a statement communicated by 
a Ghazeepore correspondent, that a number of persons who 
were found gambling in a house in that city were arrested and 
fined Rs. 5 a piece, remarks that if gamblers fear any chastise- 


ment at.all it is corporal punishment and imprisonment; the 


imposition of fine having so.little weight with them, that if 


permission to gamble were made subject to a fine, each and 
all of them would very willingly pay it. 


The Akhbdr~-Alam of the 18th August, quoting the Humdi 
Panjdb of the 12th idem, reports that a + Seezy-bont recently 
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sank in the Hooghly, and all in it perished.. It is added that if 
a detail were to be given of accidents of this kind which hap-: 
pen at the river every month it would make a long list. Let 
us see when the question of providing the river with a bridge , 
which has long been under discussion, is decided. 


The Allygurh I netitute Gazette of the 19th August draws 
the attention of the district authorities to the extortions of 
corn-sellers, who, it is said, raise the price of provisions at. will, 
whenever jn the rainy season there is an intermission of rain- 
fall. But a few days ago, says the writer, good wheat sold at. 
19 or 20 seers a rupee, and barley 30 or 32 seers: now the rate. 
has allof a sudden been reduced by four seers, simply because 
there has been no rain for the last four or five days. He cannot 
account for this conduct of the baniyas, seemg how unex- 
ceptionably good the rainy season has been this year, and 
what brilliant promises it gives of the richness « the future 
crops. 


This practice on the wait of the itis is not only ex- 
tremely distressing to the people, but, what is worse, leads 
them to cherish fears lest the current year should prove equally 
bad with the past ones. The writer regrets to observe that 
Government has left corn-dealers at liberty, and suffers them 
to oppress the poor in what way they will, and reduce them to 
misery for the sake of their own sordid gain; and is of opinion 
that heavy punishments in the shape of fines or imprisonment 
should be inflicted on them for the unwarrantable liberties 
taken by them: He also thinks that the account of current 
market-prices furnished to the authoritiesis greatly exaggerated, 
and that, by the shifts and expedients. of those intrusted with 
the duty, the actual rates are never brought to the notice of 
- Government. 


The writer also finds fault with corn-dealers for selling 
adulterated grain, and wonders that the Hindustani members 
of the municipality, who are appointed to it with the sole 
object of assisting Government in providing efficiently for the 
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comforts of their countrymen, never trouble themselves about. 
the deceitful dealings and tricks to which he refers, 


The attention of the district authorities is also invited to 
the sanitary arrangements of the city, which are stated to need 
some important reforms. Latrines, for instance, are reported to 
be in some cases situated in the midst of the poorer quarters of 
the city, and thereby to prove a source of great annoyance to 
the inhabitants. The members of the committee seem to pay 
hittle or no regard to the convenience of the common people, 
and to think that, so long as the streets and thoroughfares fre- 
quented by European officers are kept clean and in good order, 
it matters little how dirty those used only by Natives remain. 
It is a pity, adds the writer, that the people should have to 
pay the octroi-tax, and yet their convenience be so far neg- 
lected; while European officers, to whom the cleanliness of 
the city is but a small concern, and who can live comfortably, 


at all events, whether the sanitary arrangements of the city 
be good or bad, should alone be cared for. 


The writer does not forget to thank the municipality for 
some excellent arrangments made by it in connection with the 
improvement of the city, but points out that the abuses taken 
exception to should be no less attended to, and that the com- 
forts of the poor deserve as serious a notice as those of the 


rich. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the same date, in alluding to a 
rumour that had spread in Meerut, on the 13th August, that a 
woman had repaired to the Suraj Kund to burn herself on 
the funeral-pile of her husband, which led hundreds of per- 
sons to go to the place to witness the spectacle, suggests that 
people who spread such false reports should be subjected to 
condign punishment. 


_A Benares correspondent of the Agra Akhbar of the 20th 
August, complains that the lanes and bye-streets of that city 
are kept so filthy and muddy as to be almost impassable in some 
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éases, and blames the municipality for neglecting their clean- 
liness. It is remarked that, whenever it is given out that a 
European officer is to pay a visit to the city, the police take 
the precaution to see that every nook and corner is properly 
cleaned, in order that the officer may be impressed with the 
_ excellence of the arrangements of the municipality ; but at all 
other times the cleanliness of the city is grossly neglected. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


The Nir-ul-Absdr of the 15th August notices the brilliant 
success achieved by Babu Anand Mohan Bose, of Calcutta, in 
the late annual examination of the Cambridge University, and 
the grant by the university authorities to the Babu of a scho- 
larship of £50 per annum, as a reward for the remarkable 
proficiency displayed by him; and sets up the incident as a 
proof that the assertion made by the editor of the Allygurh 
Institute Gazette, viz., that Bengalis have not as yet made any 
considerable advance in enlightenment, is founded on a wrong 
presumption. 


The Panabt Akhbar of the 20th August praises the Chiefs 
and Princes of the Panjab for the active interest taken by them 
in promoting the good of their countrymen. The writer 
refers to the liberal donations made by the Maharaja of Patyala 
to the Panj4b University from time to time, and has now the 
pleasure of noticing the repeated acts of munificence of the 
Maharaja of Nabha. His Highness at first made a donation of 
Rs. 11,000 to the university, then offered a sum of Rs. 5,000 
for scholarships to be founded in the name of His Royal High- 
ness the Duke of Edinburgh, and has now made a fresh donation 
of Rs. 1,000 to the university, as interest for the two sums of 
money for the time their payment had been deferred since the 
date of promise. 


The poe Akhbédr of: the same date is sorry to hear that, 
under the orders of the Government of India, State aid is about 
to be withdrawn from the Canning College, Lucknow. How 
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littlé prospect there is of the college keeping up its present 
status when its maintenance is left-wholly to local resources 
need scarcely be mentioned. The remarkable progress it 
has made during the short: time it has been in existence is a 
rare faet, and the editor regrets that its prospects should be 
blighted. “The grief of the impending downfall of education 
in Bengal,” he remarks, “was still fresh in our memory, 
when evil rumours were heard about the colleges in the North- 


Western Provinces. -And now. education in Oudh is likewise 
to be made short work of.’’ 


The Urdu Akhbér of the 16th August reports that, in 
addition to the female schools set on foot by Pandit Bansi Dhar, 
head of the Normal School at Agra, a new school has been 
established by the Pandit at the house of Rai Jagan Prasad, 
for imparting instruction in needle-work. The institution is 
attended by twelve girls, all of good families. 


The same paper states that, besides the Literary Soctety 
and the Delhi Club already existing in Delhi, a new society 


has now been established by the inhabitants, under the name 
of Delhi Public Meeting. Thesubscriptions to be paid in aid of 
the society will vary according to the means of the members, 
‘and will be devoted to the purchase of the best English and 
Urdu newspapers of the day. A handsome library of good 
and useful books will also be provided. The society will meet 
twice in a month, and at each meeting essays on useful topics 
will be read by the members, which will afterwards be pub- 
lished for circulation. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Rohilkhund Akhbdr of the 13th August notices the 
establishment at Moradabad, under the patronage of Maha- 
raja Pratap Singh, of an English newspaper, called The Pro- 
gress. The editor of the paper is a Bengalf, the late editor 
of the Reflector, a riewspaper once issued at Allahabad but 
now defunct. The Rohilkhund Akhbdr expresses a wish that 
the undertaking may prosper. 
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The Marwdr Gazette of the 15th August reports the depar- 


ture of the two younger daughters of the late Maharaja of 
Kapurthala to England under the guardianship of the widowed. 


Rant, their mother, for the purpose of being there educated. 


The following Vernacular newspapers have been examined 
in this report, viz. :— 
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Wuesr_e Pos- WueEN Ree 
No. Namu. LISHED. Date. CEIVED. 
1870. 1870. 
1 | Jalwa-i-Tir, oo | Meerut, .}| Augt. 7th | Augt. 24th 
2 M ar war Gaz et le, eee m | odhp ore, eee 93 8th 99 ] 7th 
3 | Matla-i-Nir, .. | Cawnpore, 7 8th » 24th 
4 4 agat S amdchdr y bes Meerut, eee 99 8th ae 24th 
5 | Shola-i-Tir, oo. | Cawnpore, = ove » 9th » 24th 
6 Malwa Akhbér, eee | Indore, jue >» 10th »  @ist 
7 Najm-ul- Akhbar, soe | Meerut, eae » 10th ——— 
8 | Majma-ul-Bahrain, ...| Ludhiana, ... 9 Lith 9» 7th 
9 | Natytr-i-Akbar, es. | Bijnour, re »  Iith » 18th 
10 B enares Akhbar, vee Benar es, 908 99 llth 99 20th 
11 | Mufid-ul-Andém 


19 R Re ? ‘ eee Futtehgurh, ee 93 ] ith: 99 20th 
teamed Social — | Jaipore, | » I2th| 4, 24th 

] 3 P anj abt Akhb ar ’ eee Lahore, eee 99 ] 3th 99 l 7th 
_14| Rokilkhund Akhbér, ...| Moradabad, ...| »» 13th| , 22nd 
} 5 A njum an-t-H. ind, eee Lucknow, eee 99 ] 3th 9 i 9th 
pee Ditto, gee 99 15th 99 18th 


16 | Kdarndmah, 
1 | Ni ur-ul-Abs ar 9 vee Allahabad, pee 99 1 5th 33 ] 8th 


18 | Ab-i-Haydt-i-Hind, __ ,.. | Agra, as » 15th » 20th 
19 | Samai Binod, soe | Nynee Tal, .. » 16th » 20th 
20 J alwa-i- Tur ’ see | Meerut, see 93 15th >» |] 20th. 
21 | Riféh-i-Khaléiq, we | Shahjehanpore, » 5th » 20th 
22 Mufid-r- Am, eee Agra, eee 33 15th . 99 21st 
23 | Mérwdr Gazette, vee | JOdhpore, — vee » 15th » 24th 
24'| Jagat Samdchér, .-. | Meerut, abe » 5th » 24th 
25 | Urdu Akhbar, go | ci «+s — » 20th 
26 | Nasim-i-Jaunpore, =... | Jaunpore, = «.. » 16th » 20th 
27 Oudh Akhbar, : e006 Lucknow, | eee 99 16th | 99 20th 
28 | halt Bacay of India, ... | Gujaranwalla,... » 17th » 22nd 
99 A mal-ul-Akhbdr, eee Delhi, eee | 99 17th 99 23rd. 
30 | Benares Akhbar, pee Benares, | pee 99 18th 9 20th 
31 M a ‘ma-ul-B ahrain, eee Ludhiana, 906 39 18th 99 23rd 
$2 | Akhbdr-i-Alam, mi i a hc 
33 | Mufid-ul-Andm, ..| Futtehgurh, ».| 5 8th | ,, 24th 
34 | Allygurh Institute Gazette,| Allygurh, 2 iat.) ae 
35 | Lawrence Gazette, ee Meerut, wi» » 22nd 
36 a, ao Social Science } Jaipore, ss » 19th » 24th 
9 TY : | 
‘$7 | Urdu Delhi Gazette, YY) Agra, 200 . 9 20th 9 = 
38 | Panjdbi Akhbar, — » | Lahore, - wt 2. tts ae 
39 | Agra Akhbar, ». | Agra, ood gp) | OER » 24th 
40 Anjuman-i-Hind, oe | Lucknow, ae » 20th » 24th 
| | | 
ALLAHABAD : 3 SOHAN LAL, 
The 30th August, 1870. Offg. Govt. Reporter, Vernacular Press, 


Upper India. 
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